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1. Name

historic Downtown Providence Historic District

and‘or common

7 . /

2. Location (i« AL, (e ie’ le,

—~—

Washington, Westmlnster, Empire and Weybosset

street & number @s Various—cross—streetst. ___not for publication
Congressional District #2

city, town Prov1dence N.A. vicinityof Hon, Claudine Schneider

state.  Rhode Island code 44 county providence code (07

3. Classificatiomn

Category Ownership Status Present Use

_X district ___ public __X occupied ___ agriculture —__ museum

____ building(s) ___ private X unoccupied X commercial _X park

____ structure _X both __X work in progress _X_ educational ____private residence

—__ site Public Acquisition Accessible X entertainment X _religious

—__ object N.A. in process ____yes: restricted _X_government ___ scientific

— being considered —X yes: unrestricted — industrial _X transportation
——_no — military — other:

4. Owner of Property

name Various multiple--see list on file at Rhode Island Historical
Preservation Commission
street & number

city, town ____ vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Providence City Hall

street & number 25 Dorrance Street

city,town Providence state Rhode Island 02903

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

tite Downtown Providence Survey has this property been determined eligible? X yes __ no

date 1980 ____federal _X state __ county ____ local

depository for survey records  Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission
150 Benefit Street

city, town Providence stateRhode Island 02903




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

_X_ excellent ____ deteriorated ___ unaltered _Z>_original site

_X_good ____ ruins __X altered X moved dateDoyle Monument, 1969
_X_ fair’ ____ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Providence's central business district, unlike those of other major
American cities, is an easily definable entity physically separated
from adjacent industrial and residential neighborhoods by distinct natural
and man-made boundaries (see locator map). It is bounded on the east by
the Providence River, on the south by Interstate Highway 195, on the west
by Interstate Highway 95, and on the north by railroad tracks and the Rhode
Island State House. Within these broad perimeters, the Providence Downtown
Historic District includes a central core of commercial structures along
the major thoroughfares which traverse this area (for specific boundaries
see section 10 and boundary map).

The Downtown Providence Historic District sits in a shallow topo-
graphical bowl south of the confluence of the Moshassuck and Woonasquatucket
Rivers. The land rises gently to the southwest, and steeper hills rise to
the north and east across the two rivers. This topographical configuration
is a result of leveling hills and filling bodies of water that once occupied
much of the northeast section of the area.

Streets in the Downtown Historic District form a basic grid system
whose major axes run northeast-southwest and northwest-southeast. The major
deviation from this grid is Weybosset Street, which curves along its course
and intersects Westminster Street at its northeast end: the only aboriginal
thoroughfare in the District, it follows the course of the Pequot Indian
Trail, and its serpentine course originally skirted the southern edge of
Weybosset Hill which rose at its northeast end.

The Providence Downtown Historic District is a densely built area
dominated by commercial and institutional structures. While these struc-
tures span the years between 1810 and the present and include representa-
tions of major architectural trends since the early nineteenth century,
the greatest part of the architectural fabric is composed of buildings
erected between 1870 and 1930. These structures, despite stylistic variety
of that period, share common architectural qualities, such as scale, massing,
and material that give the Downtown Historic District its unity and con-
tinuity. With the exception of the Weybosset Hill Redevelopment project of
the 1960s (west of Empire Street), early and late buildings of different
styles are dispersed throughout the district, creating a balanced mixture of
old and new buildings against the late nineteenth- and early twentieth-
century background.

As a functioning business center, the Providence Downtown Historic
District is best understood as three separate but interrelating areas.
Each area is characterized not only by a predominant land use or activity
but also by a concentration of building forms most suitable to that activity
These areas are not sharply delineated, and visual continuity exists among

them.

(See Continuation Sheet #1)



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

_.__ prehistoric .. . archeology-prehistoric . _ community planning . X_ landscape architecture .. X religion

_.__ 1400-1499 ... archeology-historic . .conservation .. law -... Sscience

.—_1500-1599 __ _ agriculture - ._.economics _.. . literature _ X sculpture

—_1600-1699 _X architecture - .. education ... military  ___ - social/

__..1700-1799 . _art _engineering _.._.music humanitarian

_X_1800-1899 X _.commerce ......exploration/settlement ___ philosophy —X_theater

X 1900~ .- communications . ... industry X _politics‘government _X transportation

_. invention _X other (specify)

) e . R e~ Community

Specific dates See Inventory Buulder.Archutect See Inventory Development

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Downtown Providence Historic District is a highly cohesive urban
environment which evinces its growth from an agricultural adjunct to the
east side of the city (the site of its original settlement) into the vital
core of the City of Providence and the State of Rhode Island. The district's
homogenelty is richly complex, for many forces have shaped it. The dis-
trict's buildings chronicle the history of architecture from Federal build-
ings of the early nineteenth century through the vast array of commercial
types and styles of the nineteenth and twentiety centuries. As the financial
and commercial center of the state since about 1800, Downtown is of major
.importance to the history of commerce. The area's parks and open spaces,
created and designed around the turn of the century, are significant to
the history of landscape architecture. Since the mid-years of the nine-
teenth century, Downtown has been a major governmental center, both for the
city and federal offices. The six remaining churches Downtown make the
area significant to the history of religion. Sculpture--both as public,
civic monuments and as architectural ornament--are important components of
Downtown's built environment. Downtown has long been the state's theatrical
center, as seen in the three remaining structures. Downtown Providence 1is
historically the junction of major transportation routes: waterways, rail-
road, highways to the hinterland, and urban and inter-urban mass trans-
portatlon lines. Moreover, the growth of the area and its building patterns
reflect mainstream attltudes toward the civic, commercial, and cultural
development that characterizes the birth and evolution of a central business
district as a nineteenth- and twentieth-century urban phenomenon.

Providence was settled on the east side of the Providence Riyer by
Roger Williams and his followers in 1636. These refugees from the mono-
lithic Puritan society in the Massachusetts Bay Colony established a settle-
ment based on religious freedom and separation of church and state. Unlike
other New England settlers, the founders of Providence (who built no church
until 1700) had no use for a square of common ground dominated by a meeting
house, and the town grew in linear fashion along a major axis, Main Street,
which parallels the Providence River on its east,

The area west of the Providence River, known as Weybosset Neck, re-
mained unsettled for a century after colonlzatlon. The 1land was unappeal-
ing, dominated at its eastern end by the steep Weybosset Hill, which was
surrounded by marshy lowlands and traversed by Muddy Dock Creek which
followed the course of present-day Dorrance Street. To the north the
Great Salt Cove (filled at the end of the nineteenth century) separated the
Weybosset Neck from the broad plains and rolling hills between the Woonas-
quatucket and Moshassuck Rivers.

(See Continuation Sheet #63)



9. Major Bibliographical References

"Downtown Providence,' Statewide Historical Preservation Report,
P-P-5, Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission, May, 1981.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _C. 90 acres
Quadrangle name _Providence Quadrangle scale 1:24,000
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Verbal boundary description and justification
The boundary of the Downtown Providence Historic District is shown
as the dotted line on the accompanying map, '"Downtown Providence Historic
(See Continuation Sheet #81)

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N.A. code county code

state code county code

11. [Form Prepared By

name/titte William McKenzie Woodward, Principal Historic Preservation Planner

organization R.I. Historical Preservation Comm. date 15 November 1983

street & number 150 Benefit Street telephone 401‘277‘2678

cityortown Providence state Rhode Island 02903

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

_X national ____ state ___local
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—

665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion i e National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth Natigpal Park Service.
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The easternmost area is the financial district, bounded on the north
by Kennedy Plaza, on the west by Dorrance Street and on the south by
Weybosset Street; traditionally the locus of financial institutions, the
area still contains the greatest concentration of banks, brokerages, in-
surance companies, and professional offices. To accommodate these many
businesses, the largest buildings in the downtown have been built in this
area, ranging from Providence's first high-rise steel-frame building the
1896 Banigan Building, to the most recent structure, the Fleet Center com-
plex, begun in 1983. A portion of this area, the Custom House Historic
District, is already entered on the National Register.

Directly adjacent on the north of the financial district is the govern-
ment and transportation center which, because of its large open space,
serves further as a visual foil for the tall buildings of the financial
district. Providence City Hall, the Federal Buildings, the Biltmore Hotel,
and Union Station dominate the perimeters of Kennedy Plaza and City Hall
Park, the largest open space in downtown Providence and an important ter-
minal for intra-city mass transit. The buildings around Kennedy Plaza
built at regular intervals since 1870, form a visually exciting frame for
this large open space, which is itself a major monument of downtown civic
planning.

The area southwest of Dorrance Street and north of Pine Street is
predominantly commercial. Originally an early and mid-nineteenth-century
middle- and upper-class residential neighborhood, it was gradually trans-
formed by the construction of stores and combination retdil-and-office
buildings after the Civil War. So complete was the transformation, that
today only a handful of residential structures remain; all are now converted
to commercial use. The commercial structures erected in this area are
generally low-rise (three- to six-story) buildings, and the variety of
stylistic treatments enlivens the streetscape without disjunction.

Two major types of intrusions detract from the integrity of the dis-
trict. New construction that 1s insensitive to its surroundings (including
several recent parking decks, garages and minor commercial buildings) has

been placed along major thoroughfares with little thought of its visual
impact upon the existing built environment. More common and morec easily

changed are the numerous poorly designed storefronts that mar the first

and second stories of many commercial buildings. These alterations are
much more frequent in the retail section of the district than elsewhere.
Growing interest in the redevelopment of the downtown area has spurred a
concern for more sympathetic rehabilitation of.existing structures, however,
and several recent projects have restored original storefronts or created
harmonious new ones. This trend, if it continues, will noticeably improve
the integrity of the district.

(See Continuation Sheet #2)
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Inventory

Contributing elements within the Downtown Providence Historic District
are defined as those sites, buildings, structures, and objects that relate
visually and historically to the district's areas of significance during
the period Downtown substantially achieved its present form, between 1800
and 1940. Non-contributing elements are those which have either lost their
integrity or post-date the period of significance. The one exception to
these criteria is People's Bank (1949), 70 Kennedy Plaza, a handsome and
unique example of the Style Moderne functionally related to its surroundings.

Those properties already erntered on the National Register, either in-
dividually or as _part of a district, are designated by an asterisk in the

margin. <3 e
CONTRIBUTING STRUCTURES

ABBOTT PARK PLACE

Abbott Park (1746, 1873, 1927): A small, well planted park with a
large, elaborate, cast-iron fountain at its center. Given to Provi-
dence as a square for the adjacent Beneficent Congregational Church
by Daniel Abbott, Abbott Park is the oldest park in Providence and
has remained in constant use since its donation. Once a simple
grassy knoll extending east from Beneficent Congregational Church,
the park was embellished with the fountain and a cast-iron fence
(now removed) in 1873; the street on the park's west side was cut
in 1927. The park was re-landscaped in the 1970s. It is the most
visible reminder of the early settlement of what 1s now Downtown
Providence.

8 Plantations Club, Johnson and Wales College (1926-27): Andrews,
Jones, Briscoe § Whitmore, architects; Georgian Revival; 4)-story,
brick-sheathed, steel-frame building with mansard roof; interiors
are now somewhat altered, but the original lounge retains mid-18th-
century paneling salvaged from a house on nearby Pine Street. The

Plantations Club was established in 1916 and met at 77 Franklin
Street until this structure was erected. Following the demise of

this popular women's club in the 1960s, the building was purchased
by Johnson and Wales College, which has centered its activities in
this part of Downtown Providence. Overlooking Abbott Park, the
Plantations Club handsomely complements both Beneficent Congrega-
tional Church and the park itself.

ABORN STREET
18-20 Koerner's Lunch (ca. 1928): 1-story brick structure with original

(See Continuation Sheet #3)
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Aborn Street (cont.)

storefront and interior. This small structure is related to the
other 1- and 2-story buildings constructed in the vicinity of Empire
Street beginning around 1915. It exemplifies a once prevalent type
of restaurant, the lunchroom--the urban business-district counter-
part of the diner. Koerner's Lunch contributes a bit of earthy
variety to Downtown.

CHESTNUT STREET

30-32

Doyle Monument (1889, 1969): Henry H. Kitson, sculptor. This life-
size bronze statue of Mayor Thomas A. Doyle was dedicated 3 June 1889
in Cathedral Square, where it defined the western end of Weybosset
Street at its intersection with Westminster Street. The statue faced
east, overlooking the city Doyle had served as mayor for eighteen
years before his death in office in 1886. His tenure marked consider-
able consolidation for the city, with the organization of city govern-
mental departments, the construction of City Hall, and the realignment
of the numerous randomly placed streets created by the unplanned
growth of the city in the 19th century. Mayor Doyle's statue was re-
moved from this intersection in front of the Cathedral of Saints Peter
and Paul during the Weybosset Hill Redevelopment Project and placed
here at the corner of Chestnut and Broad Streets.

Waite-Thresher Company Building (1911): 5-story, brick-sheathed,
steel-frame structure with mid-20th-century storefronts and pier-and-
spandrel wall articulation on upper stories with paired double-hung
sash windows under segmental arches. Built for a jewelry manufacturing
firm formerly located on Peck Street, the Waite-Thresher Building is
part of the commercial and light-industrial development in the area
south of Pine Street during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
Still used for various light industries related to jewelry manufactur-
ing, it 1s similar in size and scale to the adjacent Plantations Club
at 8 Abbott Park Place.

CLEMENCE STREET

5

Shepard's Warehouse (ca. 1900): An altered 3-story brick building
with a mid-20th-century storefront and evenly spaced sash windows
with segmental-arch lintels on part of first and all of second
story. Used by the nearby Shepard Company as adjunct storage, this
is one of what were once many minor, side-street buildings for such
purposes. Its alterations for conversion into retail and bar space
are minor but unsympathetic.

(See Continuation Sheet $4)
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CUSTOM HOUSE STREET

*32

J.G. Eddy & Co. Building (1875, 1926, 1982): High Victorian

Gothic with fine Georgian Revival shopfront; S5-story masonry
building with evenly spaced windows with polychrome-radiating
voussoirs and polychrome banding of brick on the upper stories;

the 1926 storefront is stone and bronze with large, rope-molding-
surrounded, multipane windows. Built to house the wholesale
grocery firm of J.G. Eddy § Co., which remained here until the

late 1880s, it was headquarters of Rhode Island Electric Protective
Company from the early 1890s to the mid-1920s. 1In 1925, the local
investment firm Bodel § Co. bought the building and remodeled the
first and second floors for its offices; Bodell remained here until
1943. The building was rehabilitated in 1982 as the Providence
office of the investment firm Drexel Burnham Lambert.

DORRANCE STREET

*11

Named for Judge Dorrance, an early president of the Town Council,
Dorrance Street follows the course of Muddy Dock Creek, which
flowed south into the Providence River. The creek was bridged

at the intersection of Weybosset Street in 1740, and by 1771
marked the western boundary of the paved streets in Providence.
In 1827 the creekbed was finally filled, and Dorrance Street was
extended north to Exchange Place in 1855, pursuant to a highway
act passed by the General Assembly in 1854 to lay out, enlarge,
and straighten the streets of Providence. The cobblestone paving
was replaced by granite blocks on a concrete foundation in 1886.

Biltmore Hotel (1920-22, 1979): Warren §& Wetmore, architects;
Shepley, Bulfinch, Richardson § Abbott, architects for rehabili-
tation. Neo-Federal; 19-story, brick-sheathed, steel-frame
structure with first three stories filling the trapezoidal lot

and surmounted by 16-story L-shape tower; glass-sheathed exterior
elevator at inside corner of L; 2-story round-head windows on upper-
most stories define ballroom and dining room; interior altered
during rehabilitation, but retains the elaborate Adamesque motifs
in the lobby, former dining rooms, and ballroom. Built through

the efforts of the Providence Chamber of Commerce, which initiated
the Biltmore project and raised funds for the construction of this
civic-cultural rallying point, the hotel was an important gathering
place for Rhode Islanders until it closed in 1975. Its rehabili-
tation and reopening in 1979 have been an important step in the
late 1970s revitalization of Downtown Providence. The Biltmore's
genesis, decline, and rebirth recall the vicissitudes of Downtown
Providence's commercial history. It is further distinguished by

(See Continuation Sheet # 5)
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Dorrance Street (cont.)

%25

*62

its important role in Providence social history. The building
is also a landmark facing the largest open space in Downtown,
Kennedy Plaza, and Burnside Park.

City Hall (1874-78): Samuel F.J. Thayer, architect. Second
Empire; 5-story, cast-iron-and-masonry structure faced with granite;
mansard roof; free-standing building nine bays wide and thirteen
bays deep, rising three-and-a-half stories above full rusticated
basement; splayed perron (with lamp standards mounted at each side)
leading to central entrance pavilion which culminates in convex
mansard ''dome'; highly plastic wall treatment includes balustrades,
pilasters, engaged columns, stringcourses, aedicular entrances and
a roundel with a bust of Roger Williams above the second story;
elaborate interior includes 5-story, central staircourt and elabo-
rate chambers for the Mayor, City Council, and Aldermen. The Town
House at Benefit and College Streets was the first municipal
building in Providence. The brick Market House in Market Square
was used by the Town and City of Providence for municipal offices
before the construction of the present City Hall. The City Hall
lot, as the site was designated upon its acquisition in 1857, was
the site of the City Hall Theatre and Harrington's Opera House
between 1865-74. The building is based on the 1860s Boston City
Hall, one of the early civic buildings in the Second Empire style,
which predominated as a government style in the late 1860s and
1870s. Unlike Boston City Hall, it is almost entirely unaltered
and still in original use. Providence City Hall, like the Federal
Building at the opposite end of the Kennedy Plaza Mall, is a key
architectural anchor of this open urban space. Threatened with
demolition by the 1959 Downtown Master Plan, City Hall is now under-
going restoration and provides a handsome monument to civic self-
esteem from an earlier, more optimistic age and reflects the city's
renewing sense of pride.

Union Trust Building (1901, 1920, 1928, 1964, 1982): Stone,
Carpenter § Willson, architects, Beaux-Arts; 12-story, steel-
frame structure sheathed in brick and stone; original rusticated-
stone arcaded wall treatment on lower two stories with Corinthian-
column entrance portico below two figures carved by Daniel Chester
French, rusticated stone-and-brick wall with evenly spaced sash
windows on third story, regularly spaced windows with stone sur-
rounds on upper stories, elaborate heavy bracketed modillion-and-
dentil stone cornice, original marble-and-plaster Beaux-Arts

(See Continuation Sheet # 6)
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Dorrance Street (cont.)

71-79

76

interiors with stained-glass windows of pecuniary themes on the
ground floor. The Bank of America, chartered in 1851, was re-
organized in 1894 as the Union Trust Company. The expanding
company -- it absorbed nine other banks in its history -- demolished
the Curry and Richards Building (1868; Clifton A. Hall, architect)
in 1900 to make room for its grand new offices. Additions and
renovations were made in 1920, 1928, and (following its absorption
by Industrial National Bank in 1954) 1964. The finest Beaux-Arts
office building in Providence, the Union Trust Building was
featured in the 8 November 1902 issue of American Architect and
Building News, one of the leading national architectural journals
of the period. The Union Trust Building, a well known, major
landmark, was rehabilitated and reopened in 1982 as headquarters
for the Greater Providence Trust Co.

Commercial Block (ca. 1860): Italianate, 4-story, brick-and-
masonry structure with an L-shape plan; 20th-century storefronts,
regularly spaced fenestration on Dorrance, Weybosset and Eddy
Street elevations; modern interiors. Documentation suggests that
this structure housed mixed uses in the 19th century: by the

1870s it included five jewelry manufacturing operations and Arming-
ton's Dry Goods Store. By the early 20th century, it had been
taken over by commercial interests entirely. While renovated on
the interior, the building's exterior has suffered relatively
little modernization. Still a handsome mid-19th-century structure,
it recalls the evolution of the commercially oriented central
business district.

Case-Mead Building (1859, 1906): 5-story, stucco-sheathed wood-
frame building with mid-20th-century storefronts; heavy string-
courses above second and fourth stories with pier-and-spandrel wall
system on third and fourth stories and paired windows on fifth
story; bracketed box cornice. The original 4-story, frame Case-
Mead Building was erected on this site in 1859. It housed an in-
fantry hall in its high fourth story before the Infantry Hall was
completed on South Main Street in 1880. During the late 19th
century the infamous Turkish Parlor -- an ill-reputed gathering
place where, it was rumored, brazen women smoked -- was located

on the second floor. In 1906 the building was thoroughly remodeled:
a fifth floor was created out of the upper half of the fourth story
and the present wall articulation system was applied. The awkward-
ness of adapting the earlier fenestration to the remodeled artic-
ulation system gives the building much of its charm and vitality.

(See Continuation Sheet # 7)
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Dorrance Street (cont.)

Its interesting architectural quality and its role -- albeit some-
what tawdry -- in Providence social history make it a noteworthy
though still undervalued landmark at a major Downtown intersection.

88 Teste Block (1850-60, 1879): 1Italianate, 4-story brick building
with 12-bay storefront and a broad cornice above first story; 6-
bay facade on upper stories defined by narrow paired sash windows
with polychrome segmental arches over each pair, stone string-
courses between each story; broad frieze and wide eaves. Begun
in 1859, the Teste Block was occupied the following year and ex-
panded in 1879. For many years, a drug firm occupied the store-
front, which today is a men's clothing store. The upper stories
have always housed small offices. An extremely handsome and well
preserved mid-19th-century building, the Teste Block is the visual
highlight of the intersection of Dorrance and Weybosset Streets.

90-96 Dorrance Building (ca. 1920): 2-story brick structure with central
entrance on first story flanked by two storefronts with plateglass
windows and clustered sash windows on second; simple band cornice.
The Dorrance Building exemplifies the small vernacular commercial
building predominant in the 1920s and 1930s.

123-131 Masonic Temple (1897, 1980): Fred E. Field, architect. 5-story
masonry structure with irregular plan (to fit lot); walls fully
articulated only on Dorrance and Pine Street elevations; unaltered
lst-story, cast-iron storefronts with engaged Tuscan columns
separating plate-glass windows; upper stories organized around
colossal Corinthian pilasters on piers; corbeled bracketed cornice;
interior renovated for office space in 1980. Built to replace
the original Masonic Temple (1884-86); William R. Walker, architect)
on this site and demolished by fire in 1896, this building was
abandoned in the 1960s for a suburban location. Increased demand
for office space Downtown and the relocation of the State Court
complex to a nearby site made this an attractive building for re-
habilitation as office space. One of the outstanding late 19th-
century buildings in Providence, the Masonic Temple makes a fine
gateway to the southern entrance of the central business district.

*128-134 '"Shakspeare Hall," later Ballou, Johnson and Nichols (1838-44,
ca. 1855): James Bucklin, architect (1838). 6-story masonry
structure with stuccoed walls punctuated by regularly spaced sash
windows, facade defined by 3%-story Doric pilasters now without

(See Continuation Sheet #38 )
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Dorrance Street (cont.)

entablature; open interiors. Built as a 3%-story, temple-front
theatre in the Greek Revival style, '"Shakspeare Hall" opened in
October of 1838. Its novelty soon wore off however, and its
closing in 1844 was further precipitated by objections from the
nearby Second Baptist Church. The same year, the building was
converted to a planetarium where Dr. Dionysus Lardner conducted
lectures on astronomy until a fire left only the exterior walls
standing in October of 1844. It was rebuilt and later used as a
warehouse by the A. § W. Sprague Manufacturing Company and later
by B.B. & R. Knight. It was used as office and warehouse by
Ballou, Johnson and Nichols, hard-goods wholesalers, from 1903 to
1977. Current plans call for its rehabilitation as office space.
The "Shakspeare Hall'" Building, the earliest extant theatre
building in Providence, chronicles the growth of Downtown and the
diversification and specialization of land use.

DYER STREET

%101 Owen Building (1866, 1877): Stone § Carpenter, architects (1877).
Second Empire; 4%-story granite-and-metal-trimmed-brick building
with slate mansard roof; trapezoidal plan (to fit site); slightly
altered first story retains granite piers and display windows;
cast-iron cornice above first story, regularly spaced polychrome-
voussoir sash windows on upper stories with paired round-head
windows over Pine Street entrance; richly articulated sheet-metal
cornice and dormers. Built by George and Smith Owen in 1866, it
was remodeled in 1877 for use by Owen Brothers, manufacturers
of worsted yarn. One of the city's most handsome late 19th-century
buildings, it has been used for warehouse space, retail enterprises,
office space, and most recently as a restaurant. Located at the
edge of Downtown and overlooking the Providence River, the Owen
Building and the adjacent Hay Block make a handsome edge and re-
call the more active days of the Port of Providence, when packet
boats and ships docked at wharves in front of the building.

%*117-135 Hay Building (1867): James Bucklin, architect. Second Empire,
3-story, granite-trimmed brick structure, trapezoidal in plan,
with cast-iron storefronts and the date '"1867" worked in red slate
on the short, southeast face of the mansard roof; original store-
fronts little altered, regularly spaced sash windows (replaced in
1979) with granite lintels on upper stories; quoined corners;
dentil cornice; board-and-batten dormers. The Hay Block, ori-
ginally a warehouse adjacent to the Port of Providence, has long

(See Continuation Sheet #9 )
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51-355

57-59

95-97

Street (cont.)

housed small retail and commercial enterprises. It underwent re-
habilitation as condominium office space in 1979-80. Built by
Alexander Duncan, a Scot related to and allied in business with
Arcade developer Cyrus Butler, the Hay Block is a typical mid-
19th-century warehouse. Only the Hay and Owen Blocks and Duncan's
warehouse at 146 Dyer Street remain of these 19th-century water-
front structures, many of which were owned by Duncan and his heirs.

STREET

Eddy Street takes its name from Eddy's Point, a small island in

the Providence River connected to the mainland by a man-made em-
bankment near the present-day intersection of Eddy and Dyer Streets.
The island was settled by brothers Joseph and Barnard Eddy in the
eighteenth century, and the area around it developed into an active
commercial area as shipyards were established on the west side of
the Providence River. By 1807, the street extended from Westminster
Street to the river, and in 1867 it was extended north from West-
minster Street to Fountain Street.

Aldrich Estate Building (1908): 6-story, brick-sheathed building
with original cast-iron storefront and elaborately articulated
upper stories with paired sash windows, triple-sash windows, and
projecting metal prismatic and rectangular bay windows; corbel
cornice; elaborate iron fire escape with twin helical stairs be-
tween second and sixth stories. Built by the estate of Anson N.
Aldrich, this commercial block replaced the Girard Hotel (ca. 1890).
Similar in scale to adjacent buildings, the Aldrich Building is
distinguished by its highly plastic facade treatment.

Smith Building (1912): Martin § Hall, architects. 8-story, brick-
sheathed, steel-frame structure with mid-20th century storefronts
and pier-and-spandrel system on upper stories with Chicago windows
and quoined corners; bracketed box cornice with wide eaves. The
Smith Building, erected by Edwin A. Smith, a real-estate developer,
exemplifies the handsome commercial building type that rose during
the prosperous years of the early 20th century.

Burgess Heirs Building (1887): 4-story, brick-sheathed building
with mid-20th-century storefront, bay window on second story,
three evenly spaced sash windows on third story, three paired sash
windows on fourth story. The heirs of Thomas Burgess built this
as an investment property.

(See Continuation Sheet #10 )
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EMPIRE STREET

By the turn of the century, Providence had grown tremendously with
little comprehensive planning given to traffic and circulation.

To improve the transportation network, the city retained Bion J.
Arnold, a consulting engineer from Chicago, to investigate public
transportation and to recommend improvements in the system. His
1911 report called for the creation of new or enlarged streets to
accommodate street railways and made particular note of the cramped
condition of Downtown arteries. Empire Street was one of the major
Downtown improvements based on this report and replaced Walker
Street, a narrow road which ran from Fountain to Westminster Street.
In 1915, the street was widened to eighty feet and extended south
to Weybosset Street opposite its intersection with Chestnut Street.
One of the buildings condemned for this expansion was the Empire
Theater, located at the previous southern terminus of the Street,
which had been renamed after the theatre in 1901.

75 Lyman Building (ca. 1926): 2-story, pre-cast-stone and brick
structure with glass and aluminum storefronts, stylized striated
corner pilasters, and regularly spaced sash windows on the second
story. Erected on the site of Lyman Hall, a small auditorium,
this modest commercial building has ‘housed small shops and offices
throughout its history. Like most other buildings on Empire Street
(widened and opened from Washington to Weybosset Street in 1915),
the Lyman Building is a small, simple commercial structure from
the 1920s.

87 01ld Stone Bank, Empire Street Branch (1929): Howe § Church,
assisted by Jackson, Robertson § Adams, architects. Classical
Revival, 3-story, granite-and-brick-sheathed, steel-frame building
with a fully articulated, stylized triumphal-arch-motif facade;
mullioned windows with fan lights fill the arches; and the main
entrance is in the lower portion of the central arch. The banking hall
has been heavily altered. Built as a branch of the 01d Stone
Bank, the successor firm of the Providence Institution for Savings
(founded 1819), this building is the visual highlight in a block
of simpler early 20th-century commercial blocks.

95-121 Commercial Block (1927): 3-story, brick-sheathed building with

original storefronts of wood-framed display windows, large plate-
glass windows with transom lights on the second story, and sash
windows on the third story; bracketed cornice with parapet. Con-
structed in the decade following the widening of Empire Street in
1915, this retail and office building recalls the prosperity of

(See Continuation Sheet #11)
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150

that period. The formerly residential neighborhood was upset

by the gradual westward push of the central business district
which reached this area in the second and third decades of the
20th-century and low-rise vernacular commercial structures like
this one filled the area.

Providence Public Library (1900, 1952-54): Stone, Carpenter §
Wilson, architects; Howe, Prout & Ekman, architects for 1954
addition. Original building: American Renaissance, 2-story,
granite-and-brick structure with a copper, low hip roof, an
elaborate 13-bay facade facing Washington Street and set back

from street behind a balustrade and a 3-bay entrance porch at

center of facade on the first story; bracketed boxed cornice with
decorative frieze; most original interior spaces retain fine de-
tailing. 1954 addition: Moderne, 3-story, granite-and-marble-
veneer, steel-frame structure with undecorated wall surface and
tall, narrow, regularly spaced windows on first story and square
windows above. Established in 1875, the Providence Public Li-

brary successively occupied parts of three other Downtown build-
ings before moving into the 1900 structure. A 25-year drive for
additional facilities was culminated by the completion of the

1954 structure. Stone, Carpenter § Willson, Providence's leading
turn-of-the-century architectural firm, won the design competition
for the Public Library with this elaborate Renaissance-derived
structure, which owes a considerable debt to McKim, Mead and White's
Boston Public Library of 1892; the exterior owes much to Sansovino's
library on St. Mark's Square in Venice, erected in 1554. Plans and
drawings of the building were published in the prestigious "American
Architect and Building News'. The 1954 addition, however, ignores the
scale and texture of the original building and attempts, by siting,
to hide the earlier structure.

EXCHANGE TERRACE

City Hall Park (1892, 1898, 1906, 1911, 1952): Landscaped park
bounded by Exchange Terrace to the north and east, Washington
Street and Kennedy Plaza to the south, and Dorrance Street to

the west, and divided by Francis Street. This open space is sub-
divided by rambling paths through each of the two sections. Stat-
uary includes the equestrian portrait of General Ambrose E. Burn-
side (1887; Launt Thompson, sculptor) and the complex figural
composition of the Bajnotti Fountain (1902; Enid Yandell, sculptor)
in the eastern section and the Scout Monument (1911; Henry Schon-
hardt, sculptor) dedicated to Major Henry H. Young in the western

(See Continuation Sheet #12)
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Exchange Terrace (cont.)

section; a wooden Roll of Honor for World War II in the southeast
corner of the eastern section is being superceded by a more perma-
nent memorial at the Civic Center. Located on an artificial knoll
created as an approach to the Union Station located at grade,

City Hall Park was dedicated in 1892 and landscaped following the
completion of the station in 1898. Monumental sculpture was

added in the first decade of the 20th century, including the
resetting of the Burnisde Monument from Exchange Place in 1906.
The monuments in the park are randomly placed, serving no discern-
able visual purpose, and at odds with the landscaping of the park.
Laid out in a more picturesque manner than Exchange Place Mall to
the south, City Hall Park contrasts with that busier area and sets
off Union Station. Conceived in the late 19th-century '"City
Beautiful" spirit, it is less successful as a pedestrian trans-
portation link than as a retreat.

3 Federal Building Annex, now John 0. Pastore Building (1938-40):
Jackson, Robertson § Adams, architects; Neo-Federal, 3-story,
brick-and-stone-sheathed, steel-frame structure with truncated
hip roof; 5-bay, 2-story stone frontispiece (embellished with
Art Deco reliefs illustrating mail distribution) defined by stylized
Tuscan pilasters supporting dentil cornice and flanked by Z2-story
projecting gable-end pavilions; simple, original, stone-sheathed
lobby. Built to relieve overcrowding in the adjacent Federal
Building (1908), this annex replaced the city's Fire Department
Headquarters (1903). It served as the main post office for Provi-
dence until the automated facility in the West River Industrial
Park was completed in 1960. It was named after the former governor
and U.S. Senator in 1978. The Pastore Building is a typical and
good example of structures erected by the Federal Government under
Works Progress Administration in the Depression.

*4 Union Station (1896-98): Stone, Carpenter § Willson, architects.
American Renaissance complex of four structures (the fifth, eastern-
most burned in 1941, but its basement remains) includes the large,
central passenger station flanked by 2-story, square-plan buildings
with a 4-story structure at the western end; all are brick-sheathed,
steel-frame structures with dentil cornices and hip roofs. The
passenger station has a projecting central pavilion designed as a
triumphal-arch ''gateway'" entrance; its 2-story exterior articula-
tion belies the interior spatial organization, with a large rec-
tangular waiting room occupying most of this block. The flanking

(See Continuation Sheet #13)
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buildings have been altered on their interiors, but the building
immediately west of the passenger station, originally a restaurant,
retains its original fireplace with an elaborate wooden mantel.
Built to replace the first Union Station (1848; Thomas A. Tefft,
architect) which stood 500 feet south in the middle of today's
Kennedy Plaza, Union Station was conceived on a monumental civic
scale as a gateway to the city. It stands on an artificial knoll
created to elevate railroad traffic above the existing grade and
makes use of pedestrian subways to provide access to the several
tracks at the rear of the complex. As the major transportation
hub for the city, it combined both local commuter-rail and inter-
city service, and its location overlooking Exchange Place made con-
nection with local and suburban trolley and bus lines easy. The
large canopy over the entrance, the colonnades connecting the
buildings, and the original shed over the tracks had been removed
by the early 1950s, when the entire complex was painted a mono-
chromatic grey. The complex has undergone a period of decline
since the 1950s, concurrent with waning railroad passenger use.

In 1976, its exterior was cleaned and returned to its original
color scheme, and its interior was patched and repainted. Under
the pending Capitol Center project, the complex is scheduled for
recycling once the tracks are moved, and plans call for reconstruc-
tion of the eastern building. A handsome and well sited building,
Union Station is a major monument of late 19th- and early 20th-
century civic planning, linking local and interstate transporta-
tion systems. Its construction radically altered the topography
of Downtown Providence, filling the Cove Basin and opening Kennedy
Plaza. 1Its reliance on underground ramps and the sophisticated
trusswork on the viaduct at its rear made it an engineering mile-
stone.

FOUNTAIN STREET

Fountain Street commemorates the solution of one of the vital
problems facing settlers on the west side in the 19th century,
fresh water. The street takes its name from the spring, located
near the present-day intersection of Dean and Fountain Streets,
which supplied water to the eastern part of Downtown through a
three-quarter-mile-long conduit of hollow logs laid in 1772. By
1825, the street ran from Dean Street to Mathewson Street. It

was extended to West Exchange Street in 1870 and widened to eighty
feet in 1915, concurrent with the widening of Empire Street and
the construction of LaSalle Square.

(See Continuation Sheet # 14
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Fountain Street (cont.)

9 Providence Journal Garage (1957): 1- and 2-story, brick- glass-
and aluminum-sheathed, steel-frame building with flat roofs; three
irregularly placed doors on first story, brick piers and window
wall on second story. This building was constructed as an adjunct
facility to the Providence Journal Building to facilitate distri-
bution of the newspaper by truck. Though unattractive, it has one
point of interest, the weather flags flown from the rooftop.
Colorful and intriguing, these flags add to the character of Down-
town Providence.

30-34 Commercial Building (ca. 1920): 1-story brick building with a
flat roof; irregularly placed mullioned display windows with doors
interpolated randomly. In an area dominated by large office
buildings, this structure is typical of the small-scale commercial
buildings erected throughout the city in the early 20th century,
more frequently in residential areas.

35-69 Providence Journal Company Building (1934, 1948): Albert Kahn,
Incorporated, architect. Georgian Revival; four stories; brick-
sheathed, steel-frame building with a flat roof. Eighteen bays
wide and nine bays deep, the building's first story, set on a
stone foundation, has mullioned, round-head windows, a central
entrance, and a stringcourse above the first story; 2-story, simple,
brick pilasters separate the rectangular windows on the second

and third stories, and a heavy cornice above the third story sets
off the evenly spaced rectangular windows on .the fourth story; and
a simple penthouse is on the roof. Interiors were refinished in
the mid-1970s by Warren Platner Associates; the lobby, in particu-
lar, is a good example of Seventies high-style corporate chic.

The Providence Journal Company, founded in 1829, grew into the
state's major newspaper by the late 19th century. The Metcalf
family, owners of the Wanskuck Company, acquired the paper at the
turn of the century and still manage the company. The Journal
rapidly outgrew its 1906 building at 203 Westminster StTeet and
constructed its present facilities in the early 1930s. The fourth
story was added in 1948. The major Downtown building project
during the depression years of the 1930s, the Providence Journal
Company Building demonstrates the continued preference for Georgian-
inspired buildings in Providence. The building with its well-
scaled mass and detailing is an important part of Fountain Street.

(See Continuation Sheet #15)
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Fountain Street (cont.)

40 Gardner Building (ca. 1918, 1925): 8-story, stone-and-yellow-
brick-sheathed, steel-frame building with a 9-story tower on north-
east corner; display windows and aluminum entrance on the first
story; regular piers terminating in arches above eighth floor.
Built as an office building by Nathan L. Gardner, President of R.L.
Green Paper Company, the structure was expanded and renovated in
1925 when Bryant and Stratton Business College occupied the build-
ing, the main alteration being the addition of the two uppermost
stories. It now houses business offices and several departments
of the City government. While not an assertive architectural monu-
ment, the Gardner Building is a handsome background building that
defines the scale of Fountain Street and evinces the period of
this area's evolution into an integral part of the downtown in the
second and third decades of this century.

70-72 Commercial Building (ca. 1897): 2-story brick building; mid-20th-
century storefront on the first story and five evenly-spaced sash
windows on the second story; bank cornice with low parapet. Now
isolated because of the demolition of surrounding structures this
small, unpretentious commercial structure was a typical background
serving as infill in the commercial fabric.

96-112 Palmer Block (1915): Stone, Carpenter § Sheldon, architects. 7-
story, brick-sheathed, steel-frame building with generally original
storefronts and pier-and-spandrel system on upper stories resolved
into 7-bay facade with each bay containing three sash windows; four
upper stories sheathed in contrasting color brick; stone entablature
and parapet above seventh story. The Palmer Block, built by Julius
Palmer of Warwick, has housed retail stores at street level and
offices on the upper floors throughout its history. It is a typical
early 20th-century office building.

120-124 Diocese House, later Hotel Plaza, now Civic View Inn (1911): 4-
story brick building with mid-20th-century stuccoed storefronts
covered by an applied mansard "'roof'" below the second story; five
evenly spaced windows between massive corner piers on upper stories;
aluminum siding above fourth story covering cornice. Built by the
Episcopal Diocese of Rhode Island as a rescue-mission, the building
has since been used as a hotel. More recently it has housed one
of the city's few semi-topless bars.

186 Commercial Building, now Burger King (ca. 1910): 1-story brick
structure with three large, regularly spaced window bays on facade

(See Continuation Sheet #16)
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205-215

and a parapet entablature with decorative wood brackets and frieze.
Now overshadowed by neighboring buildings, this building has been
recently rehabilitated as a Burger King fast-food restaurant --
marred slightly by the blocked-down windows -- which has enhanced
its appearance and improved the visual quality of Fountain and
Empire Streets.

Police and Fire Department Headquarters (1938-40): Designed by

the Office of the Commissioner of Public Buildings. 4-story, stone-
sheathed, steel-frame building with an L-shaped plan. The first
story of smooth-cut stone and regularly spaced windows is treated

as a basement. The pedimented projecting central pavilion with

four simple pilasters is flanked on either side by 11 hays of
windows on the second and third stories which are connected ver-
tically by decorated metal spandrels. A stringcourse above third
floor sets off regularly spaced square windows on fourth story and

a parapet crowns the building. Interiors are plain. This structure
brought the Police and Fire Departments together in one building.
The central police station (1895) stood on a block bounded by
Fountain, Sabin, and Beverly Streets. The first central fire sta-
tion (1873, G.W. Cady, architect) at the east end of Exchange Plaza,
on the site of the present Federal Building was replaced in 1903 by
a second structure on Exchange Terrace (Martin and Hall, architects)
on the site of the Federal Building Annex. The police and fire
department building demonstrates Providence's continuing interest

in a traditional architectural vocabulary for civic structures into
the 1940s. Rather austere in its adaptation, this building com-
plements the more elaborate Public Library across the street. Be-
cause of redevelopment to the north and west, however, the building's
visual impact, chiefly limited to its south facade, has been lessened,
for now its most visible side is its unadorned, irregular rear
elevation.

KENNEDY PLAZA

Exchange Place Mall (1848, 1898, 1914, 1964): Large open space
approximately 775 feet long by 250 feet wide bounded north by
Washington Street, south by buildings on Kennedy Plaza, east by
Exchange Street, and west by Dorrance Street; central park strip
approximately 500 feet long and 90 feet wide with six regularly
spaced planting pockets; Soldiers and Sailors Monument (1871) by
Randolph Rogers of Rome, a stepped, octagonal monument with statu-
ary at four corners and top, located in center of strip; Trolley
Shelter (1914), Martin § Hall, architects, octagonal iron-frame-

(See Continuation Sheet #17)
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and-glass, 1l-story structure with elaborate wrought-iron decorative
trim located at western end of mall. Originally known as Exchange
Place, this urban open space was defined in 1848 with the construc-
tion of the first Union Station on its north side and office build-
ings (including the still-extant Exchange Bank Building at 28-32
Kennedy Plaza) on its south; the Cove stood just north of the sta-
tion. The Soldiers and Sailors Monument was installed in 1871 at
the western end of Exchange Place and remained there until moved

to its present site in 1906; the monument to General Ambrose Burn-
side was erected in 1887, and it, too, was moved in 1906. The area
was greatly expanded by the filling of the Cove in 1892 and the
completion of Union Station in 1898; consequently a comprehensive
design scheme for the area called for the development of this as
park space and for a new Federal Building opposite City Hall. The
area was renamed Kennedy Plaza in memory of the late president in
1964. The open space that comprises both Exchange Place Mall and
City Hall Park is the largest and most important park in Downtown
Providence. The area is an active space that has become a 20th-
century version of the early town square. Though somewhat altered,
1t is further significant as a typical approach to the City Beau-
tiful approach to planning at the turn-of-the-century.

®25 Federal Building (1908): Clarke § Howe, architects. American
Renaissance, 4-story, limestone-sheathed building with hip roof;
rusticated first story; 3-bay central projecting pavilions on east
and west facades and 10-bay north and south elevations with colossal
Corinthian pilasters; full entablature with modillion cornice and
balustrade parapet above; monumental marble sculptures representing
America and Providence (carved by John Massey Rhind) flank the
entrance on the west; handsome original interior spaces include
slightly altered lobby and paneled Federal Court Suite. The product
of a competition held by the U.S. Department of the Treasury in
1903, the Federal Building relieved the pressure of a burgeoning
bureaucracy on the Federal Building of 1857 at Weybosset and Custom
House Streets. As a handsome example of Beaux-Arts-inspired clas-
sicism, the Federal Building is a vital architectural element which
anchors and defines the east end of Kennedy Plaza.

28-32 Exchange Bank Building (1845): Tallman § Bucklin, architect-builders.
4-story (originally 3-story) brick building with a neo-colonial,
mid-20th-century storefront; 5-bay facade, 11-bay side elevation;
sash windows with stone lintels, wide brick stringcourse above third
story (at original roof-cornice line); boxed cornice above decora-
tive frieze. Founded in 1801, the Exchange Bank built this structure

(See Continuation Sheet #18)
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55

in 1845; it originally occupied the length of Exchange Street be-
tween Kennedy Plaza and Westminster Street. In 1888, the southern
portion was replaced by the present Queen Anne style structure at
59-63 Westminster Street. Sometime in this century the fourth
story was added. Construction of the Exchange Bank signaled the
growing importance of the Turk's Head area as Providence's finan-
cial district. Now the oldest building in the area, Exchange Bank
1s an important element in the block which defines the southeast
side of Kennedy Plaza.

Industrial Trust Company Building (1928): Walker § Gillette, archi-
tects. 26-story, Art Deco, granite-sheathed, steel-frame sky-
scraper with stepped, pyramidal massing with major setbacks above
15th, 22nd, and 26th stories and a 4-story square lantern on top;
2-story base articulated with stylized classical motifs including
colossal round-head window over central entrances on Kennedy Plaza
and Westminster Street; original interiors include superb classi-
cizing Art Deco banking hall with Ionic-colonnade screen around

the perimeter of the room. The Industrial Trust Company, founded

in 1887, first occupied a building on Westminster Street remodeled
for the bank's use by Stone, Carpenter § Willson (demolished in

the early 1970s). Rapid growth necessitated the large quarters
provided by the current structure on the site of the Second Empire
style Butler Exchange (1873; Arthur Gilman, architect), which was
demolished in 1925 for the present structure. The largest banking
institution in the state, Industrial, now Fleet Financial Group,
remains a regionally important firm. The Industrial Trust Building,
the only 1920s skyscraper 1in Providence, is undoubtedly the city's
best-known landmark. Its stepped-back massing and Art Deco de-
tailing relate it closely to contemporary New York skyscrapers,
notably the Chrysler Building (1929-32; William Van Allen, architect)
and the Empire State Building (1930-31; Shreve, Lamb § Harmon, archi-
tects); completed before the construction of either the Chrysler

or Empire State Buildings, it is an early and important monument

of the style. 1Its size and unique shape make it readily identi-
fiable from any angle. Its siting is masterful, for as Winston
Weisman has observed, a building of this scale needs an '"open park-
like area of sufficient size to provide a vista.'" Kennedy Plaza
and Burnside Park furnish this necessary balance (an arrangement
which anticipates the spatial organization of high-rise complexes
built since) while maintaining an urban feeling.

(See Continuation Sheet # 19
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People's Bank (1949): Cram § Ferguson, architects. 6-story,
brick-and-polished-granite-sheathed, steel-frame building with
flat roofs on the 6-story towers at Kennedy Plaza and Westminster
Street ends of the building and a pitched skylight over the 1-
story connecting block; Westminster Street and Kennedy Plaza fa-
cades identical with polished-granite first story with bronze
entrances; projecting flat structural canopy above first story;
brick wall surface on upper stories broken by broad continuous
vertical bay of glass-block windows flanked by similar narrow
bands; handsome original interior of simple oak wainscoting and
vaulted plaster ceiling with skylight. Incorporated in 1857,
People's Bank moved from its 1913 temple-front building on Market
Square to this structure upon its completion. A tidy illustra-
tion of mid-20th-century Moderne, it is significant as the only
fully realized example in Downtown Providence and provides inter-
esting contrast with older nearby structures while maintaining
the scale of the street.

MATHEWSON STREET

119-127

Until the middle of the eighteenth century, the Mathewson Farm
extended from Clemence Street to present-day Cathedral Square be-
tween Weybosset and Washington Streets, and the family homestead
stood near today's intersection of Washington and Mathewson Streets.
The farm was purchased for development in the early 1750s, and the
path that became Mathewson Street was established soon after.
Known as School Street from Westminster Street south -- because

of the schoolhouse erected near the intersection of Chapel and
Mathewson Streets in the mid-1750s -- and as Furnace Lane north

of Westminster Street -- because of the forge located on that
portion -- the street was renamed Mathewson Street in 1807 to
commemorate its early history.

Former Rialto Theatre, previously Westminster Congregational
Church (1829, 1902, 1950s): Russell Warren, architect for ori-
ginal structure; William R. Walker § Son, architects for 1902
facade renovations. 3-story, stone-and-brick-sheathed, wood-and-
masonry structure with mid-20th-century storefronts; five regu-
larly spaced 2-story round-head windows with stone trim and deco-
rated keystones on upper stories; heavy cornice; original stuccoed
rubble-stone walls exposed at rear of side walls. The Westminster
Congregational Society was formed in 1828, and construction of

(See Continuation Sheet #20)
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128-130

131-135

their meetinghouse began almost immediately. The stuccoed-stone
octastyle Ionic temple was a fully realized academic treatment of
the Greek order. The congregation moved to Adelaide Avenue in
1902. At that time, the portico was removed, a new facade was
added, and the structure was converted into a movi€e theatre.

Later changes include the conversion of this theatre into a com-
mercial block and the demolition of the rear part of the building,
leaving essentially an early 20th-century building. As an early
20th-century presence on the street, this building is similar in
scale and detailing with adjacent structures

Mathewson Street Methodist Church (1895, 1951): Cutting, Carleton
& Cutting, architects; Arland A. Dirlam, architect for 1951 al-
terations. 4-story, stone-sheathed, steel-frame structure with
4-bay facade with lancet windows and off-center entrance on first
story; stringcourse above first story and colossal Corinthian
pilasters on upper stories separating 2-story round-head windows;
short segmental-arch windows in attic story; handsome Neo-Gothic
interiors. Mathewson Street Methodist Church was organized in
1848 and erected its first building on this site in 1851. That
structure was replaced by the present one in 1895. No doubt the
church originally served the large residential nelghborhood west
of Dorrance Street; unlike many other churches once in the vicinity,
Mathewson Street Methodlst Church has been able to survive the mi-
gration of its congregation to neighborhoods beyond its immediate

~area. It is one of the few churches in Providence that does not

rely upon traditional ecclesiastical types for their form. By

the time this structure was erected, Mathewson Street was rapidly
developing as a commercial area, and surrounding land use mili-
tated against a traditional church form; consequently the church
is well integrated into its commercial, early 20th-century setting.
Its location near Grace Episcopal Church further contributes to
generation of activity in the area during non-business hours.

Joseph P. Cory Building (1896): 3-story, stone-and-brick-sheathed
building; mid-20th-century plate-glass-and-stucco storefront and
3-bay articulation of upper stories with recessed round-head arches
flanking a central projecting metal-clad bay window decorated with
engaged colonettes; corbel decorative parapet. Handsome and well
detailed, this building was typical of the early 20th-century
commercial structures along Mathewson Street. Cory, a jewelry
manufacturer, built this, probably as an investment property.

(See Continuation Sheet #21)
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Mathewson Street (cont.)

139 Lederer Building (1897): M.J. Houlihan, builder. 7-story, brick-
sheathed building with elaborate 2-story entrance now covered on
first story by mid-20th-century stuccoed storefronts; elaborate
frieze above second story with 3-bay resolution of upper stories
dominated by central projecting bay window with rounded corners;

a frieze above the sixth story, elaborately framed tripartite
windows on seventh story, and a heavy, boxed, copper modillion
cornice supported by console brackets. Since its completion, the
Lederer Building has housed the offices of a number of small busi-
nesses, primarily tailors, dressmakers, milliners, and hairdressers.
It is a well designed commercial structure with fine detailing.
Taller than the buildings flanking it on Mathewson Street, its
articulation is similar in scale to these buildings, and its height
is well integrated with nearby taller structures at Westminster
Street, such as the Lapham Building and the Grace Church steeple.

158-172 Lapham Building (1904): Hoppin § Ely, architects. 9-story, L-
shape-plan, brick-sheathed building with Z-story entrances on both
Mathewson and Westminster Streets framed by decorative pilasters
and decorative frieze shared with Tilden-Thurber Building (which
occupies inside corner of the '"L'") above second floor; terra-cotta-
decorated pier-and-spandrel system, third through ninth stories;
elaborate frieze above eighth story, elaborate bracketed cornice.
This office building, built by the heirs of Benjamin N. Lapham, is
an integral part of the cluster of turn-of-the-century commercial
structures in the Westminster-Mathewson Street area.

%175 Grace Episcopal Church (1845-46, 1912, 1970): Richard Upjohn,
architect. Gothic Revival brownstone building with corner tower;
gable roof set end to Westminster Street over nave with flanking
shed roofs over aisles; center entrance on Westminster Street
flanked by lancet windows; handsome Gothic Revival interiors with
sympathetic alterations; Gothic Revival Parish House (1912, Cram,
Goodhue § Ferguson, architects) at rear. Designed by the pre-
eminent eccleasiastical architect in America at the time, Grace
Church was built in 1846 primarily to serve the well-to-do neighbor-
hood then thriving in the area. Though the neighborhood began to
change during the westward expansion of commercial activity following
the Civil War, the church has remained an active parish, the tra-
ditional low Episcopal Church for East side residents. The first
asymmetrical Gothic Revival church in America and designed by a
nationally prominent architect, Grace Church is a major downtown
landmark and adds vital contrast to the streetscape.

(See Continuation Sheet #22)
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Mathewson Street (cont.)

176-178 Dyer Heirs Building (ca. 1875): 2-story, brick-sheathed structure
with mid-20th-century plate-glass storefronts and three paired
sash windows with transoms evenly spaced on second story; simple
wooden box cornice. This was built as an investment by the heirs
of Benjamin Dyer on land at the rear of the family house (see
199-219 Weybosset Street).

182-190 Dyer Heirs Building (ca. 1885): 2%-story, wood-frame building
with mansard roof; mid-20th-century metal-and-plate-glass store-
fronts, first story; five bays of three sash windows each on
second story and dormers in roof; boxed wooden cornice with frieze
below. This building, typical of the domestic-scale commercial
structures that first invaded the residential neighborhoods down-
town in the late 19th century, is one of the few remaining struc-
tures that illustrate this transitional form. Like 176-178 next
door, it was built by the Dyer heirs as an investment.

183-189 Winslow Building (1912): 3-story brick-sheathed structure with
original cast-iron and glass storefronts and three tripartite and
projecting bay windows on upper stories; modillion cornice; ori-
ginal, modest interior spaces. The Winslow Building continues
to house small retail enterprises and offices. This vernacular
commercial structure, in almost original condition, 1s typical
of the many buildings that contribute to the definition and con-
tinuity of the downtown as a late 19th- early 20th-century commer-
cial district.

MEMORIAL SQUARE

World War I Memorial (1929): Paul P. Cret, architect; C.P.
Jennewein, sculptor. 100-foot, fluted granite shaft with low-
relief frieze around lower portion, crowned by heroic figure. In
the 1920s many proposals were suggested to commemorate the men
of Providence who gave their lives during the World War. After
a general competition, the City Council in 1926 approved this
monument, designed by a major American architect, for what was
then known as Post Office Square, which had been created by the
final covering over the Providence River in 1908. Following the
dedication of the monument on 11 November 1929, the area was re-
named Memorial Square. The construction of this monument has
given definition to this open space between the buildings on
Kennedy Plaza and those at the foot of College Hill east of the
river. Located at the interface between Downtown and the East
Side, Memorial Square provides a space of suitable monumentality
as a transition into Kennedy Plaza.

\

(See Continuation Sheet #23)
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ORANGE STREET

62-66

112-116

PECK

11-17

19-33

49

PINE

59-61

Adlers (ca. 1922): 3-story, brick-sheathed structure with metal-
and-glass storefront; three Chicago windows and 1 sash window per
story above; simple band.cornice. This is a typical, modest,
early 20th-century commercial building.

Sadie's Lunch (ca. 1880, 1980): 3-story brick-and-masonry structure
with mid-20th-century brick-and-plate-glass storefronts; and 5-bay
facade on upper stories. Built for industrial use, the building is
now mixed commercial-residential. For years it housed a lunchroom
with a large clientele among Downtown businessmen. In 1980, it was
remodeled for law offices. This is a modest background building,
typical of the many once located south and west of this one.

STREET

Commercial Building (ca. 1890): 2-story brick building with mid-
20th-century storefront and 2nd-story bay window flanked by jalousie
windows; simple band cornice.

Colorlab (ca. 1900): 5-story masonry structure with stone trim;
original slightly altered storefronts on Pine Street elevation and
at northern end of Peck Street elevation; regularly spaced sash
windows (three on Pine Street, ten on Peck Street) on upper stories,
corbeled brick cornice. Built for light industrial use, this
building is now used for commercial space. A simple, well pro-
portioned building, it is a major contributor to streetscape con-
tinuity, with a handsomely rehabilitated storefront highlighting

its first story. :

Reprostat (ca. 1870): 2-story masonry structure with low gable
roof set end to the street; mid-20th century storefront; five
evenly spaced windows on second story. A horseblanket factory in
1874, this structure has served a number of light industrial and
commercial enterprises during its history. It is one of the very
small old buildings left in downtown.

STREET

Commercial Block (ca. 1920): 3-story, brick-sheathed structure
with truncated corner; contemporary anodized-metal-and plateglass
storefronts, regularly spaced paired and tripartite windows on
second and third stories of Pine and Orange Street elevations;
simple band cornice. Recently refurbished to serve as office

(See Continuation Sheet #24)



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018

Q-82)

Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior S
National Park Service _For NPS use only - -

National Register of Historic Places received
Inventory—Nomination Form  dateentored
Continuation sheet 24 Item number . 7 Page 25
Pine Street (cont.)

52-60

62-74

158

SNOW
15-25

space, this structure was probably first used as a warehouse or
light-industrial building. -

Hanley Building (ca. 1910): William R. Walker & Son, architects.
6-story, brick-sheathed building with truncated corners; slightly
altered original wood-and-plate-glass storefronts; upper stories
articulated by pier-and-spandrel system with piers culminating in
round-head arches above the sixth-floor; heavy classicizing boxed
metal cornice. Built by James Hanley, who operated a brewery, as
an investment property housing. light industry, this structure

first housed a gold-leaf manufacturer, a dye-stuff company, a book-
binder, a printer, and an electric supply company. It was converted
to commercial space with the de-industrialization of this area in
the mid-20th century.

Edward L. Aldrich Building (1883): 5-story masonry structure with
slightly altered original wood-and-plate-glass storefronts, sixteen
evenly spaced sash windows with granite lintels on each of upper
stories, and a boxed wooded cornice. Built by Aldrich at a cost

of $40,000 and apparently first used as a wholesale grocery store,
the building has, like others adjacent, become integrated into the
expanding commercial and financial part of the downtown following
the decline of shipping, wholesale trade, and light industry 1in

the immediate vicinity. It is a simple and well proportioned
structure.

Metcalf Warehouse (1896): 5-story, brick building with cast-iron
storefronts, pier-and-spandrel articulation of upper stories;
corbel cornice. Built and owned by Gustav Raedeke and his father-
in-law, Jesse Metcalf, owner of the Wanskuck Company (manufacturers
of worsted. goods from the 1860s to the 1950s), this handsome struc-
ture was an investment property for Metcalf family members and
housed a number of small jewelry manufacturers.

STRELT

Columbia Building (1897): TFred E. Field, architect. 4-story brick
structurc with mid-20th-century storefronts, 4-bay articulation of
second and third stories with 2-story bay windows; four small rec-
tangular windows over each bay window on fourth story; boxed cornice
with elaborate frieze and balustrade. The Columbia Building con-
tinues in original use, as a commercial block. It is one of the
many fine vernacular commercial buildings erected downtown around
the turn-of-the-century.

(See Continuation Sheet #25)
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UNION STREET

In 1772, Union Street was only one block long, from Westminster

to Weybosset Street. Soon after Rhode Island's rather delayed
ratification of the United States Constitution, the street was
renamed to honor the unification of the thirteen colonies. By
1803, the street extended as far north as Sabin Street. Union
Street was the first street in Providence to be paved with asphalt,
in 1891.

*110-116 Providence Telephone Company Building (1893, 1906): Stone, Car-

penter § Willson, architects; Norcross Brothers (Worcester), builder.
6-story, brick-and-terra-cotta-sheathed structure with mid-20th-
century storefront; upper stories resolved into three large and two
narrow bays dominated by colossal Corinthian pilasters and a highly
plastic decorative wall treatment with rustication and terra-cotta
friezes and panels; heavy stringcourses above first, second, fifth,
and sixth stories. This building introduced to Providence the in-
tricate Renaissance-inspired terra-cotta surface ornament coming
into fashion in the early 1890s and was illustrated in the presti-
gious trade journal American Architect and Building News on 16
September 1893. Evidence indicates that only the first three
stories were completed in 1893, and the rest were added in 1906.
The Telephone Company, established in Providence 1in 1879, grew
rapidly from its beginnings. This growth rendered the Union Street
headquarters obsolete within twenty years, and the company moved

to its present headquarters on Washington Street -- now doubled in
size -- in 1917. This structure has been used for office space
since then. The Telephone Company Building is a handsome and im-
portant example of the work of the Stone, Carpenter § Willson firm.

WASHINGTON STREET

One of the later established main thoroughfares Downtown, Washington
Street was no doubt named for this country's first President, like
many streets, businesses, and institutions established during the
years immediately following his death in 1799. By 1803, it extended

(See Continuation Sheet #26)
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Washington Street (cont.)

only as far west as Aborn Street, but during the following twenty
years 1t was opened all the way to Dean Street on Federal Hill.
In 1858 it reached its present western terminus at Knight Street.

38-52 Slade's Building (1881): High Victorian Gothic; 5-story, stone-
trimmed, brick building with mid-20th-century storefronts; original
plate-glass display windows, second floor; regularly spaced sash
windows, upper stories; stringcourses between stories; projecting
corner tower of bay windows topped with short spire; boxed decora-
tive cornice. One of the first -- and now oldest extant -- office
buildings on Washington Street, Slade's Building was erected at

a cost of $20,000 at this prominent location only three years after
the completion of Providence City Hall, immediately to its east.

It is one of the best High Victorian Gothic commercial blocks in
Providence. For a number of years it housed Westcott, Slade and
Balcom, paint purveyors, a firm partially owned by George Slade, who
built this block. It is highly visible as the easternmost office
structure on Washington Street and of historical importance as one
of the :earliest offices erected on this then primarily residential
street. It was rehabilitated in the early 1980s.

56-70 Earle Building (1895): 3%-story, brick building with mansard roof
and mid-20th-century storefronts; alternating sash and bay windows
on the second and third stories in an irregular pattern; decorative
lintels over windows; windows in mansard repeat same pattern; boxed,
bracketed cornice with decorative frieze. The Earle Building il-
lustrates the longevity of the mansard roof for commercial buildings;
popularized as a chief component of the Second Empire Style in the
1860s, it survived almost to the turn-of-the-century, long after

the Second Empire Style had been supplanted. William H. Earle
erected this structure in 1895 to house his business, Earle § Prew,
General Express Forwarders. Earle and Prew dealt exclusively with
at least half a dozen local train and steamship lines, and remained
in this location well into the 20th century. Like other commercial
buildings, this one provided stores on the first story below up-
stairs offices.

85 Strand Theatre (1916): Thomas J. Hill Pierce, architect. 3-story,
brick-and-stone sheathed, steel-frame building with late 20th-century
storefronts; Corinthian pilasters on upper stories; decorative
parapet. This motion-picture t<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>